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and a small child from a speeding 
train. 

When Keith saw Maurica Hovey, her 
3-year-old son John, and her friend 
Layonee Phillips stuck in the path of 
an oncoming train, he did what all of 
us hope we would have the courage to 
do in such a situation: he leapt from 
his truck and raced to aid those in dan-
ger. After saving Maurica, John, and 
Layonee, Keith returned to the aban-
doned car to make sure no one was left 
inside. At the moment he approached 
the car, the onrushing train slammed 
into it, sending it careening into Keith 
and fatally wounding him. Thanks to 
Keith’s quick thinking and heroic ac-
tion, all three of the people he saved 
from the train escaped without harm. 

Mr. President, I have seen many he-
roic acts in my lifetime, in World War 
II and in peacetime, but I don’t believe 
I have ever seen a young man who has 
been more respected by his community 
than Keith Putnam. In every way, he 
was a model citizen. Just before his 
death, Keith had been made an usher at 
Peace Lutheran Church, which he at-
tended every Sunday. A great patriot, 
Keith was dedicated to his country as 
well as his neighbors. In fact, he 
planned to attend my alma mater, The 
Citadel, and then serve as a pilot in the 
Air Force. 

Perhaps what was most noteworthy 
about Keith, especially in this day and 
age, was his willingness to help his 
neighbors and even total strangers 
without ever thinking of himself or 
asking for anything in return. Keith 
was committed to public service 
through large and small acts, whether 
helping strangers carry groceries to 
their cars or saving them from a fatal 
train collision. Since his death, his 
community has seen an incredible out-
pouring of emotion, as his neighbors, 
friends, and family express their grief 
at the loss of such an admirable and 
caring young man. 

Today, Mr. President, I would like to 
add my voice to theirs. It was not my 
privilege to know Keith Putnam per-
sonally, but his heroism and generosity 
are an inspiration and an example to us 
all. I hope the tremendous admiration 
everyone felt for Keith, and the knowl-
edge that their son’s life was exem-
plary in every way possible, will be of 
some comfort to Keith’s family in their 
trying time of grief.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT DENNIS W. 
FINCH 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
to pay homage to Sergeant Dennis W. 
Finch of the Traverse City Police De-
partment. Sergeant Finch was not only 
a great family man, police officer, and 
Michigander, he was a great American. 
The day of May thirteenth 1998 will for-
ever be a day of mourning for the Tra-
verse City community, a tragic day 
that will leave an indelible change on 
the fabric of life in Traverse City. Ser-
geant Finch lost his life in the line of 
duty, protecting a community that he 

loved. His dedication and pride is a tes-
tament to the extremely difficult and 
admirable role that police officers play 
in this country. Sergeant Finch pro-
tected us proudly with the shield of the 
Traverse City Police Department, and 
we will be forever thankful. 

Sergeant Finch lived the life of hero, 
before becoming a Traverse City Police 
Officer, Dennis served proudly in the 
United States Marine Corps in Viet-
nam. Dennis distinguished himself as a 
soldier, and was a decorated combat 
veteran. In his thirty years of service 
to the Traverse City Police Depart-
ment, Sergeant Finch was the Depart-
ment’s most seniored Sergeant. He was 
a command officer in both the Inves-
tigative Services Division and the Pa-
trol Division for twenty-four years. 

During this difficult time, my 
thoughts and prayers go out to Ser-
geant Finch’s family, friends and all 
police officers who risk their lives 
every day in this country. Thank you 
and God bless.∑ 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 1999 CON-
GRESS-BUNDESTAG/BUNDESRAT 
EXCHANGE 

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, 
since 1983, the United States Congress 
and the German legislature have con-
ducted an annual exchange program for 
staff members from both countries. 
The program gives professional staff 
the opportunity to observe and learn 
about each other’s political institu-
tions and convey Members’ views on 
issues of mutual concern. 

A staff delegation from the United 
States Congress will be selected to 
visit Germany May 22 to June 5 of this 
year. During the two week exchange, 
the delegation will attend meetings 
with Bundestag Members, Bundestag 
party staff members, and representa-
tives of numerous political, business, 
academic, and media agencies. Cultural 
activities and a weekend visit in a Bun-
destag Member’s district will complete 
the schedule. 

A comparable delegation of German 
staff members will visit the United 
States for three weeks this summer. 
They will attend similar meetings here 
in Washington and visit the districts of 
Congressional Members. 

The Congress-Bundestag Exchange is 
highly regarded in Germany, and is one 
of several exchange programs spon-
sored by public and private institutions 
in the United States and Germany to 
foster better understanding of the poli-
tics and policies of both countries. The 
ongoing situation in the Persian Gulf, 
the expansion of NATO, the proposed 
expansion of the European Union, and 
the introduction of the Euro will make 
this year’s exchange particularly rel-
evant. 

The U.S. delegation should consist of 
experienced and accomplished Hill staff 
members who can contribute to the 
success of the exchange on both sides 
of the Atlantic. The Bundestag sends 
senior staff professionals to the United 
States. 

Applicants should have a demon-
strable interest in events in Europe. 
Applicants need not be working in the 
field of foreign affairs, although such a 
background can be helpful. The com-
posite U.S. delegation should exhibit a 
range of expertise in issues of mutual 
concern in Germany and the United 
States such as, but not limited to, 
trade, security, the environment, im-
migration, economic development, 
health care, and other social policy 
issues. 

In addition, U.S. participants are ex-
pected to help plan and implement the 
program for the Bundestag staff mem-
bers when they visit the United States. 
Participants are expected to assist in 
planning topical meetings in Wash-
ington, and are encouraged to host one 
or two Bundestag staffers in their 
Member’s district in July, or to ar-
range for such a visit to another Mem-
ber’s district. 

Participants are selected by a com-
mittee composed of U.S. Information 
Agency personnel and past participants 
of the exchange. 

Senators and Representatives who 
would like a member of their staff to 
apply for participation in this year’s 
program should direct them to submit 
a resume and cover letter in which 
they state why they believe they are 
qualified and some assurances of their 
ability to participate during the time 
stated. Applications may be sent to 
Connie Veillette in Congressman REG-
ULA’s office, 2309 Rayburn House Build-
ing by noon on Friday, March 12.∑ 
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A TRIBUTE TO GOFFSTOWN 
POLICE CHIEF MONIER 

∑ Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Stephen R. 
Monier, Chief of Police for Goffstown, 
New Hampshire. Throughout Chief 
Monier’s 28 year career with the 
Goffstown Police Department, he has 
continuously demonstrated all that is 
honorable about law enforcement and 
public service. 

His professional and personal life 
have been characterized by excellence, 
leadership and service to others. The 
resume he has compiled is extraor-
dinary. To no one’s surprise, he grad-
uated magna cum laude from St. 
Anselm College. After joining the po-
lice department, Chief Monier rose 
through its ranks, serving as Patrol Of-
ficer, Director of the Juvenile Division, 
Sergeant and Lieutenant before being 
appointed Chief on July 1, 1984. In addi-
tion, he is past President of the New 
Hampshire Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice and served 9 years on the Council 
of New Hampshire Police Standards & 
Training. He is also a member of the 
New England Association of Chiefs of 
Police and the International Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police. In a well-de-
served honor, Chief Monier was se-
lected to the 1996 Centennial Summer 
Olympics security team in Atlanta. 

His service to others goes beyond law 
enforcement. Even while growing up, 
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